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April 27th, 2021 

 City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 
Oakland, CA 94612 
VIA EMAIL 
PVollmann@oaklandca.gov 

 Re:   Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland 
Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016) 

 Dear Mr. Vollmann: 

          I am writing as the Executive Director of the Northern California Land Trust  (NCLT). NCLT is 
California’s oldest community land trust, and a long-time provider and developer of permanently affordable 
housing in North, West and East Oakland as well as other areas of Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco and 
Solano Counties .On behalf of our  Oakland resident communities I am writing to express serious concerns 
about the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project 
(ER18-016). The DEIR does not provide enough information to inform the public about the potential impacts of 
the project. I am particularly concerned that the DEIR doesn’t specify if affordable housing will be built either 
on or off site, doesn’t describe how the toxic contamination at the site will be cleaned up, and doesn’t provide 
information on how the project’s air pollution impacts will be mitigated 

         Of particular concern to NCLT is that the DEIR does not provide enough information about affordable 
housing at the project site. This project’s potential impacts on housing prices and gentrification in the 
surrounding community are very worrying, and it is important for the project to include affordable housing. The 
DEIR mentions an affordable housing program in a footnote, but it doesn’t actually describe what the program 
entails. The DEIR says that the program might include on-site affordable housing. How many of the 3,000 
residential units will be set aside for affordable housing? Current standards suggest at least 20% of housing 
needs to be affordable and NCLT and other housing providers often create 100% affordable developments. The 
DEIR says that the program might include off-site affordable housing. Where exactly would this construction 
take place, and how many units would be built? The DEIR says that the program may just involve paying 
impact fees. Would the impact fees be used for local affordable housing, and if so when would it be built? The 
EIR should provide this information, so that the public can understand the full scope of the project and how it 
will impact the surrounding community. 

Especially in the context of on-site housing I am also very concerned about toxic contamination at the site, 
particularly if affordable housing is going to be built on-site. The Howard Terminal site is currently so 
contaminated with toxic materials that it is illegal to build housing there. The DEIR states that the A’s will work 
with the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to clean up the site but does not provide specific 
information about how the site will be cleaned up, instead promising to create a plan after the City approves the 
DEIR. The DEIR claims that compliance with DTSC rules and regulations will ensure that the Howard 
Terminal site is properly cleaned up, but the A’s recently sued DTSC for its failure to enforce environmental 
laws at the Schnitzer Steel facility adjacent to Howard Terminal—and they won that lawsuit. How can the 
public trust that DTSC’s regulation will make the site safe for housing if the A’s can’t trust DTSC to regulate 
the neighboring property? 
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The DEIR states that the project will have significant and unavoidable impacts on 
air quality and will emit large amounts of greenhouse gases (GHG) but does not provide 
sufficient information on how these impacts will be mitigated. West Oakland has 
historically been and continues to be one of the most polluted areas in California, and 
residents face serious health challenges, including disproportionately higher rates of 
hospitalization from asthma and air pollution related diseases including cancer, heart 
disease, and stroke. The project will bring in even more toxic air pollution, along with 
significant greenhouse gas emissions. The DEIR plans to mitigate this pollution with a 
Criteria Pollutant Mitigation Plan and a GHG Reduction Plan, which will not be developed 
until after the city approves this EIR. The DEIR includes a list of mitigation measures that 
may be included in those plans, but the DEIR doesn’t specify which mitigation measures 
will be included, nor does it provide information or calculations to demonstrate that those 
future plans will successfully reduce emissions. Even with the future air pollution 
mitigation plan, the DEIR says that the impacts on air quality will not be properly mitigated 
and will have significant impacts on the health of the community. The EIR cannot defer 

mitigation measures, and the A’s must do more to reduce emissions and protect the health of the surrounding 
community 

          Given these problems with the DEIR, it is impossible for members of the public to evaluate the impacts 
of the project, and it is not possible for the City of Oakland to make an informed decision on whether to proceed 
with this project. The DEIR should be revised and recirculated to provide members of the public and decision 
makers with accurate and transparent analysis. Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely,  

Ian Winters 

Executive Director 

Northern California Land Trust 
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